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DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Well Tempered 
Versalex
ORIGIN: USA/China 

TYPE: turntable 
and arm

DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
480x160x410mm 
WEIGHT: 15.6kg
FEATURES:

manual change

platter

damped 10.5inch 

veneered birch ply
DISTRIBUTOR:

TELEPHONE:

net

Temptation
The very latest Well Tempered turntable takes
a different approach to both tonearm and plinth. 
Jason Kennedy takes it for a spin...
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Well Tempered Lab 

piece of audio engineering. 

company to keep going and indeed 

topper, having taken the crown 

pulled by the drive belt, without 
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however, welcome to a world where 

annoying – depending on your point of 

have heard evidence to the contrary...

Sound Quality

the tonearm.

merely that only the energy in the groove 

 and the track La Grange,

the record collection looking for your 

indulging in the open clear playing 
and voice of Patricia Barber and the 

The Versalex has a knack 
for getting music out of 
the groove in an effortless, 
yet gripping fashion...

It’s fair to say that setting up the tonearm is something 
of a chore, especially if you haven’t done it before...

With no way to vary the cartridge overhang, tracking 
geometry is one thing you don’t need to worry about

The oversized Delrin platter is nicely finished and gives a 
nice inert support for your prized vinyl discs...

Threading the fine ‘fishing line’ drive belt is another
fiddly moment on the long Versalex set-up road!
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LIKE: Consummately 
natural, smooth, detailed, 
open, musical sound
DISLIKE: Initial set-up is 
fiddly, and a dust cover 
option would be nice...
WE SAY: A musically 
enthralling performance 
makes this a great, 
charismatic package

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

BUILD QUALITY

OVERALL

THE VERSALEX,

Tempered designs 

requires it. It has 

a calmness that 

detail retrieval. 
The Delrin platter 

has less character 

HOW IT
COMPARES

IN SIGHT
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JK: Why have you chosen ply for 
the Versalex plinth?
FD: We chose the Baltic plywood 
because we had a very strong hunch 
that it would sound good, and also 
because our distributors required a 
natural wood finish and the call for 
light oak/dark oak/cherry/walnut, 
and so on would have driven us nuts, 
hence the use of Finnish (Baltic) ply, 
it covers all bases!

Am I right in thinking that the LTD 
arm was created so that it could 
be used on third party turntables? 
If so is it available separately 
and have you heard about any 
examples of its application?
The LTD was a very close collaboration 
with our Beijing manufacturers Opera 
Audio. Yes the rationale was for it to be 
able to fitted on third party turntables, 
but also to include cueing, variable 
damping and a more elegant design 
solution. Although we have sold a few 
separately, I have not heard of any 
results, good, bad or indifferent.

Does this arm have any 
advantages or disadvantages 
compared to the one on the Amadeus?
In functional respects both arms 
are very similar, the advantages 
are largely cosmetic. The only 
disadvantage I can think of on the 
arm compared to an Amadeus one is 
that the damping is slightly harder to 
adjust, but of course once it has been 
set, the user is unlikely to need to 
adjust it anyway.

Why is the centre spindle so long?
We always found it a bit of a pain 
centering the platter into the main 
bearing with a short center spindle. 
The longer spindle gives a better grip 
and allows one to more easily see 
under the latter when installing. We 
think it also makes it slightly easier to 
place the record.

Is the LTD tonearm suited to low or 
high compliance cartridges?
The effective mass for the 10 inch arm 
is 10 grams. We believe that because 
of the damping the compliance of the 
cartridge is of little consequence.

Frank Denson
Well Tempered Labs

Q&A
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